Abstract. The Sermenovo Formation in the eastern limb of the Bashkirian Anticlinorium of the South ern Urals yielded the graptolite Monograptus praedeubeli, the chitinozoans Ancyrochitina ancyrea and ?Ancyrochitina sp. and the acritarch Elektoriskos aff. williereae among other less time specific fossils. The investigated section in the Sermenovo quarry is referred to the Homerian Stage of the Upper Wenlock.
Introduction
The present paper describes new discoveries of Silurian graptolites and acid-resistant micro fossils from the Sermenovo quarry in the Southern Urals. In this area early Palaeozoic rocks are relatively widespread in the eastern limb of the Bashkirian Anticlinorium. The Ordovician and Silurian sedimentary rocks are preserved in small synclinal stru ctures (e. g. Sim, Yu ryuzan, Tirlyan synclines) that show a north-south orientation (PUCHKOV 1995) . The Precambrian rocks are overlain by early Palaeozoic strata with an angular disconformity (KRAUSE & MAS LOV 1961). Ordovician carbonatic sandstones, limestones or dolostones and Silurian shales are exposed, for instance, in several well-known localities near the villages of Sermenovo, Kaga and Tirlyan (e. g. KRAUSE & MASLOV 1961 , IVANOV et al. 1981 , MASLOV & KRUPENIN 1996 . The fossil record of these localities is relatively poorly known to western geologists. The age of the Palaeozoic strata of this area, documented by the recent discoveries of Silurian macro-and microfossils in the Sarmenovo quarry, points to a We nlock age of the Silurian shales at least.
